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atic was found guilty of “culpable homicide” 

Ty,, Sentenced to three years hard labour. 

fonsJears of the sentence were suspended on 

dentition that the farmer pays £100 to the 

not dents of the dead man and that he does 

bog ommit any assault “with intent to do 
ly harm” during that period. 


commenting on the affair in a letter to the 
dy cchester Guardian, Reginald Reynolds, a 
| tecctOr of Peace News and author of the 
Writer Y published book “ Beware of Africans,” 


a ,lt may be some comfort to the relatives of 
C9 flogged to death to receive £100 in 
Micha uation ; and it must be reassuring for 
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2 Pig leniency modern criminology may 


Ps Yin the case of white offenders should 

this *Quivocally applied to Africans. Until 

mn f"0ciple is made explicit in the law and 

"ung: Practice of Rhodesian courts, high- 

Attica Phrases will mean nothing to 

“Once or to those in this country who are 
€d with justice.” 
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Jun ote from The Cape Argus (S. Africa), 

Sra. Matheus Eteyn (32), Coloured, of 

em. eet, Was sentenced to death in the 

Supe Court this afternoon for raping a 
an Woman, 


warning 


PEACE NEWS REPORTER 


SHORTLY before his death Professor Einstein sponsored a 
Statement on the H-bomb, signed by eight scientists of 


Lord Russell (Bertrand Russell) is to release the statement for 
Publication at a Press conference which he has called in London 


COnnection with this statement and shall be prepared to answer 
Questions about it,” Lord Russell said on Monday. 


Peace News will publish the full statement next week together 


Einstein died three months ago. In April, 
tat of the H-bomb, he said: “ At the decisive moment I shall 
- 1 am waiting for that grave moment before I begin to shout 


FORMOSA: BURMA’S PREMIER 
SAYS “WE WILL MEDIATE” 


Burma's Man of Peace, Premier U Nu declared during 
the course of his US visit last week that his Government 
488 prepared to mediate in the Formosa dispute if the US 


In a speech to the National Press Club, 


1 

Sloe is incompatible with her continued existence as an independent 
ate," he said, because past experience had taught the Burmese 
an alliance with a big power immediately means domination 
ve | that power and loss of independence.” 


MILITARY POWER IS NOT THE ANSWER 


Any government of Burma that took such a step would im- 
Mediately lose the confidence of the people and increase the chances 


h “My answer, at which I arrive both intellectually and from 
atsh experience,” the Premier said, “is that military power is 


Flogged African to death 


A WHITE farmer in Southern Rodesia, Alexander Michael, 
last month flogged his African foreman to death. 
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IN PARLIAMENT LAST WEEK 


Stop H-bomb 
production—MPs 


From our Parliamentary Correspondent 


A BLUNT refusal to halt production of 
*™ the British hydrogen bomb was given 
by the Prime Minister, Sir Anthony Eden, 
in the House of Commons last week, 


Sir Anthony resisted strong pressure from 
MPs on this point and insisted that the pros- 
pects for nuclear and general disarmament had 
improved because the Western Powers had 
persisted in building up their strength. 

Amid cheers and counter cheers he added: 
“ There is no reason to think that a reversal of 
this policy would now be either timely or 
effective.” : 

The issue was raised by Mr. Kenneth Robin- 
son (Lab., St. Pancras, N.)}, who said that, if 
Britain stopped production of the hydrogen 
bomb for a limited period, it would be “a 
positive contribution towards securing inter- 
national agreement in this field. 

Mr. Robinson pointed out that a gesture 
such as this oul be widely regarded not as 
a sign of weakness But eee of strength 

lence in the future. 

oh ih i! es good of our trying to prove to 
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S.A. police took PN man’s notes 


Ww. Blaxall had his notes 
onl be Rete ee ice when he alee 
ing a report for Peace News at the - Congress 
of the People” in South Africas as 
See “ The Congress at Klipstown. ehind the 


News, page two. 


Nehru tells 
Peace News correspondent : 


AID FOR KOREA 


oy 


The recently-completed building (top) marks a turning point in the 
training of Korean medical students. It is the medical college in Taegu, 
Korea—badly damaged during the war—which has been restored with 
the United Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency. 
Together with a medical hospital, laboratories, and a nurses’ home 


which were also rebuilt and equipped by 
UNKRA, it forms one of the major medical 
teaching centres in Korea. Below, Dr. 
Ludin, member of a Swiss Medical Mission 
whose members serve as teachers, admini- 
strators and technicians, discusses X-ray 
procedure with Dr. Kim In Kyun of the 
hospital staff. The Government of Switzer- 
land, in response to an UNKRA appeal, 
sent the 14-man mission to Taegu, backed by 
a fund of £80,000. UNATIONS., 


NEWS IN BRIEF 
C.D. trial postponed 


The case of the 28 New York civil defence 
demonstrators has been adjourned until 
September 14. 


The new pacifist political pany will be called 
the Fellowship Party as the result of a ballot. 
Chris Farley of the Pacifist Youth Action 
Group has been co-opted on to the executive 
committee. 

Stuart Morris, General Secretary of the Peace 
Pledge Union, will be among speakers at a 
public meeting on “ Peaceful Co-existence 
in the Social Services Hall, Sun Street, Exeter, 
on Thursday, July 14, at 7.30 p.m. 


An Executive Committee of the National Peace 
Council was due to meet on July 7 to appoint 
the special Committee which will draw up 
plans for a campaign designed to urge on 
the British Government a policy of uni- 
lateral renunciation of the H-bomb. The 
Campaign Committee will report to the 
Council at the end of the month. 


Peace Action, the US peace monthly founded 
by Frederick J. Libby, has been enlarged 
under the editorship of Lowell H. Coate. 
Since making the. change Peace Action 
reports that circulation has increased by 
1,000 readers over two issues. It is available 
from 144 Constitution Ave., N.E. Washington 
2, D.C. price $1 a year. Thirty copies will 
be sent to any address for $1. 

Ten well-known people's thoughts on war are 
gathered together in Friend’s Peace Com- 
mittee pamphlet, ‘“‘ What Others Think about 
War,” price 1lid., 11s. per 100, obtainable 
from Friends House, Euston Rd., N.W.1, 


FOR THE 
FIRST TIME 
THERE 
SEEMS HOPE 


From FRANCIS RONA 
Peace News Correspondent in Vienna 


M@\OMING from Moscow for 
a short visit to “ neutralised ” 
Austria, Mr. Nehru, the Indian 
Prime Minister, answered a score 
of questions on world politics at a 
press conference in the Bundes- 
kanzlerat (Chancellor’s Office) on 
June 27. 


Replying to questions from English and 
German correspondents about his conver- 
sations with Soviet statesmen on Germany 
and other European problems, Mr. Nehru 
said : 


“These problems are of great importance, but 
we in India don’t give advice to other states, 
nor offer ourselves as a mediator. We shall 
be glad to help in an unobtrusive way to 
promote peace.” He did not discuss German 
problems in Moscow, but he thought that all 
parties concerned agree on unification—which 
can be achieved peacefully only through 
negotiation. 


PROSPECT FOR DISARMAMENT 


When I asked Mr. Nehru about the pro- 
Spects of disarmament and assistance to 
“under-developed” countries he replied: 


“It seems that for the first time the Powers 
have come nearer to each other as to 
methods of disarmament and there is hope 
of an agreement. The amounts saved could 
be used for the benefit of all, particularly for 
the under-developed areas, and to solve the 
economic problems which, in most cases, 
underlie political friction.” 


Nehru also surveyed the progress of the idea 
of peaceful co-existence based on the “ five 
principles’ (non-interference, non-aggression, 
equality, respect for integrity and peaceful 
co-existence) first agreed upon between India 
and China and later accepted by 29 countries 
at Bandung in the Declaration on World 
Peace and Co-operation. At Moscow the 
Soviet statesmen also agreed to the “ five prin- 
ciples.” 

Replying to a German correspondent 
who doubted co-existence from an “ oppressive 
and aggressive State” Nehru said that he 
learnt from Gandhi to reject all evil but not to 
hate the evildoer, rather to win him as a 
friend. 


Footnote: Mr. Nehru wilt be in London for 
a day and a half, arriving today. He is to 
stay with Sir Anthony Eden at Chequers. 


Those who take 


the sword 


ME. NEHRU made history last week as 

the first foreigner to address the 
Yugoslav National Assembly. What he had 
to say was also historic. 

There had been a tum for the better in 
world affairs, he thought, but clouds still 
remained and it would require all the wit 
and wisdom of nations to dispel them fully. 

War today would certainly bring ruin and 
destruction and it would matter little what 
ideologies were pursued. Therefore it was 
clear that war was out of the question and 
the only other way should be an attempt to 
solve problems peacefully by negotiation. 
How was one to get rid of fears and 
suspicions, hatred and the lack of security 
that many nations felt and that had led to 
colossal armaments ? 

Answering this question was not easy, Mr. 
Nehru said, but he stressed the thoughts of 
his own country; freedom and inde- 
pendence ; freedom of the individual and a 
democratic system of work and his belief 
that each nation should be allowed to find 
its own soul and function according to its 
own genius. 

Nearly two thousand years ago it was 
said by a “ very great man” that those who 
took the sword should perish by the sword, 
and in India symbols of the past had not 
been the great military commanders but men 
like Buddha and Gandhi, messengers of 
goodwill and peace. 

There was much talk of peace, went on 
Mr. Nehru, but the word was often used as 
a slogan. Peace should be peaceful and not 
use the language of threats or condemnation. 
One often heard of the fron curtain and 
there was some truth In that, he said, but 
the greatest iron curtaln was the one that 
people put around their own minds. 
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CRIME IN WAR 


IN anticipation of the Bill to permit the recruitment of 

6,000 German army volunteers (in preparation for the 
measure of conscription that is to come later on) the Bonn 
Government issued a booklet on “The Future German 


Soldier.” 


The booklet endeavours to set out the terms upon 
which the soldier is to serve and the precautions to be 
observed to prevent a future German army from becoming 


dominant in the State. 


The principle is laid down that obedience to an order given 
by a superior officer is not in itself a justification for committing 
a crime, but, “If the subordinate follows the order his guilt is 
excluded if he does not know and it is not apparent to him 
through the circumstances known to him, that a crime is there- 


by committed.” 


* * 


PEACE NEWS 
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130 Brattle St. Cambridge 38, Mass. 


If all mankind minus one were of one opinion, and only 
one person were of the contrary opinion, mankind would 
be no more justified in silencing that one person than he, 
if he had the power, would be justified in silencing 
JoHN STUART MILL 


Forgotten colony 


T seems incredible that the British 

Government still continues to deal 
with colonial problems as if it were 
living in the 19th century. Disturbances 
in Aden Colony and Aden Protectorate, 
described romantically as “tribal un- 
rest,” led to the despatch of more than 
1,000 troops to the area last weck. 


The disturbances are reported to be 
the result of an order prohibiting the 
carrying of food on caravans which 
seriously affected the business life of the 
area. 


It might have been expected that such 
an issue could have been settled by 
consultation with the tribesmen in- 
volved, and if there were any reasonable 
need for the order it could have been 
fully explained and their co-operation 
sought. 


But that kind of democratic procedure 
does not operate in such forgotten 
colonics as Aden. Neglect of it has 
brought again the monotonous tragic 


consequence — violence, bitterness, 
hatred. 
Has nothing been learned from 


Malaya, Kenya, Guiana, Buganda and 
Cyprus? 


Lebanon stay out 


AKISTAN is likely to find that her 
influence with the other nations 
which attended the Bandung Conference 
will not be increased by her joining the 
Turkey-Iraq pact. 


The Times is concerned about this qualification and remarks Apart from the fact that it ties her 


that “ British law has preferred a less comprehensive exoneration. 
The soldiecr’s ignorance is in itself no excuse although it may be 


urged in mitigation of an offence. 


The Times is a good deal less than candid. During the last 
war the following paragraph appeared in the British Manual of 


Military Law: 


“lt is important to note that members of the armed 
forces who commit such violations of the recognised rules of 
warfare as are ordered by their Government or their com- 
mander are not war criminals and cannot therefore be punished 


by the enemy.” 


In 1944, after it had been decided to institute the war crimes 
trials, this paragraph was removed from the Manual. 


up indirectly with Nato, there is the 
distaste with which Iraq’s_ internal 
policies, particularly that of political 
suppression, have been viewed by the 
rising democratic nations of Asia and 
Africa, 


Pakistan’s decision is yet to be ratified 
and it may be that the new National 
Assembly will take a different view. 
Meantime it is heartening that Lebanon 
has reaffirmed her neutral attitude to- 
wards such pacts. 


Cyprus 


So far from the British law preferring a “less comprehen- 


sive exoneration ” it had actually preferred a form of exoneration 
that was completely comprehensive until the decision to institute 
trials by the victors in cases of war criminality induced second 


though(s on the matter, 


* * 


It is evident that after the Nuremberg Trials the Government 
of Dr. Adenauer cannot take measures for the construction of a 
new German army without making a pronouncement on_ this 
subject, but the more this question is discussed the more the 
sickening hypocrisy involved becomes apparent. 


Einstein warned the US Government that the Germans were 
engaged on atomic research. The Germans lost the 2tom-bomb 
race. If however (he Germans and not the Americans had been 
first, and if despite its discovery and usc Germany had still been 
defeated in war can anyone believe that the use of the bomb 
would not have figured as a crime at the Nuremberg trials ? 


The destruction and the inhuman suffering that were inflicted 
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki were two of the blackest things that 
were done in the course of the war. Nobody was tried for them. 
Had it been, say, Salisbury and not Hiroshima that had been the 
scene of the first nuclear explosion, can it be imagined that Sir 
Hartley Shawcross would not have had it ranged among the counts 


in the charges of war criminality ? 


* * 


Just as the British authorities had to tidy up the Manual of 
Military Law for the sake of appearances, so do the Germans have 
to include a phrase or two of this kind. They have as much 
relation to the facts of modern warfare as has the nonsense 


talked about methods of civil defence. 


There was really only one crime in the last war and that 


was the crime of being defented. 


There will be only one crime in any further war and that 


wilt be the crime of entering it. 


ALTHOUGH in the past the absence 
of violence in Cyprus has been used 
to demonstrate that there was no serious 
demand in the island for independence, 
the recent outbreaks have been used as 
an argument that it would be undesir- 
able to implement the views of the 
people under pressure of terrorism. 


The imperialist never urges that 
negotiations should be undertaken in an 
atmosphere of peace, until violence has 
broken the “ peace.” 


So far from indicating that the 
Cypriots were entitled to their inde- 
pendence if they desired it, Britain had 
declared with emphassis before the 
General Election that Cyprus would 
never be accorded the right of self- 
determination. 


This declaration followed manoeuvres 
to secure a shelving of the Cypriot 
question at UN. 


The present period is a vital one for 
the people of Cyprus. Britain proposes 
to make the island her Middle East 
military headquarters in place of the 
evacuated Suez Canal zone. Once these 
military establishments are settled they 
will begin to change the economy of the 
island and the pressures against either 
union with Greece or an independent 
Status will become acute. 


The trouble in Cyprus is part of the 
“great power” tragedy of Britain. It 
is only possible for a people of the size 
and population of Britain to be “ great ” 
in the power sense by enforcing their 


A moment for caution 


VINEN years ago, shortly after V-E day and 

a few months before the war in Asia 
ended with the dropping of A-bombs on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the UN Charter 
was signed by the “ peace-loving” nations of 
the world. 


The term “ peace-loving,” by general con- 
sent, then meant the nations that had warred 
against Mussolini and Hitler and who were 
then fighting or, as in the case of Russia, 
about to take up the fight against the 
“Japanese military clique.” To outward 
appearance, at least, that June of 1945 was 
one of expectation and good hope. 


Five years ago, almost to the day, the 
Korean war broke out. This had been preceded 
by the successful Chinese revolution, the 
blockade of West Berlin, the coup in Czecho- 
slovakia, the launching of the Truman- 
Acheson programme for the containment of 
Communism. 


With the outbreak of war in Korea the 
moves to restore the military establishments 
of Japan and Germany got under way. The 
Iron Curtain, which had been lifted during 
the War, went down with a bang, and the 
Bamboo Curtain went down harder still. 


In the United States, the Democratic Party, 
then in power, instituted the regime which a 
litle later flowered in the excesses of 
McCarthyism, 


End of a decade 


As June, 1955 draws to its close, the UN 
observes the Tenth Anniversary of its found- 
ing, returning to San Francisco for the pur- 
pose. And the general atmosphere is one 
reminiscent of 1945 rather than 1950, June of 
this year marks some kind of terminus, or at 
least transition, in the cold war as June ten 


years ago heralded the close of the worst 
shooting war in all history. 


attitude, the mood of relief, and the stirring 
of hope in men’s hearts. We are not in one 


There is some warrant for the relaxed 


yet been taken—and I mean literally 
steps ”"—which give us substantial reason for 
supposing that the great powers are beginning 
to build a genuine peace rather than an 
armistice in the power conflict. 


BEHIND 
THE 
NEWS 


rule upon others. Britain’s ‘ greatness” 
requires an oppressive imperialism that 
makes nonsense of her claim to be a 
champion of freedom and democracy. 


The invitations issued to interested 
governments to send representatives to 
a conference in London on “ political 
and defence questions which affect the 
Eastern Mediterranean, including 
Cyprus" have not been sent to represen- 
tatives of Cyprus but only to the Greek 
and Turkish Governments. 


In reply to suggestions that this would 
be desirable, Sir Anthony Eden said that 
wider questions than Cyprus were in- 
volved. Quite so; just as wider ques- 
tions than the wishes of the people of 
Rumania, Czechoslovakia and the other 
“satellite nations” are involved when 
Russia considers their future. 


Senator McCarthy’s 
defeat 


GTRIKING modifications in the opera- 

tion of the regime are to be seen 
not only in the USSR but also in the 
USA. 


A really hopeful indication that the 
US Senate is recovering from the recent 
madness in American political thought 
was to be found in the treatment 
accorded last week to a motion by 
Senator McCarthy. 


This sought to torpedo the Four- 
Power talks by requiring that President 
Eisenhower should only attend if it were 
possible to procure a prior undertaking 
from Russia that the position of the 
“satellite nations” should be one of 
the subjects for discussion, 


It is clear that the Four-Power Con- 
ference can only get to work if it starts 
by dealing with the issues that both 
blocs are ready to discuss. If the discus- 
sions make headway it will become 
possible—and will be seen to be essen- 
tial—to extend the area of discussion. 


What McCarthy was attempting was 
the use of prejudices as a means of 
applying the wrecking techniques that 
were adopted (by both sides, let it be 
said) in dealing with the proposal for 
a Conference in Paris in 1951. 


As the debate developed it became 
evident that Senator McCarthy would 
stand no chance of getting his motion 
accepted. He sought therefore to with- 
draw it as a means of covering up the 
extent to which American opinion now 
rejects his tactics. The Senate, however, 
would not permit this and insisted on 
voting. 


McCarthy was defeated by 77 to 4. 


The Congress at 
Kliptown 


“WAJITH Manilal Gandhi, the Rev. 
*Y Arthur W. Blaxall went to Johan- 
nesburg to be present as observers at 
the mecting of the “Congress of the 
People” at Kliptown, S. Africa. He 
makes the following comments on the 
meeting : 

““We were both impressed by the size 
of the meeting: 2,196 African delegates ; 
320 Indians ; 230 Coloured people and 
112. White people. 
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Genuine elections for 
Eastern Europe 2 


ACCORDING to an Observer cof 
+*% respondent future elections in_ th 
East European countries are to be held 
on the basis of separate party lists ané 
not on a single-list basis as hitherto. 


An announcement along these lines § 
likely to be made before, or shortly 
after, the opening of the Four-Powel 
talks. The first election on the propos? 
new lines is likely to take place 
Czechoslovakia. 


Whether this is likely to impress thé 
West and have an influence on_ thé 
question of the way in which the future 
of East Germany is faced will depen? 
upon the precise significance of the 
separate lists. 


If the parties comprised by the various 
national fronts are merely to be able t@ 
submit their separate lists of candidate 
so that there can be a genuine contest 19 
a personal sense in the elections, that 14 
itself will be something. 


If the various parties are to be pel 
mitted to expound different policies thal 
will be a good deal more.. 


If, however, it is to be genuinely pel 
mitted that there shall be a_possibililf 
of new parties, not covered by. tht 
national fronts, submitting and workiss 
for candidates, that will be a very grea! 
advance indeed. It will mean that thé 
Russian bloc nations will be taking thé 
lead over Yugoslavia in a developmetl 
towards a more liberal electoral system 


The Labour Party 
controversy 
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The United N 


pacifist policies should be taking plat] \P8 to provi 
in the correspondence columns of Pea Orld’s chile 
News (see page 5). fescue: 

It is evidence of returning vigour ! tently trod 
the pacifist movement, and it is to Plants in F: 
hoped that some fruitful outcome to Israel and ( 
discussion will ultimately emerge. T} lial improve 
development of ideas depends upon opt" | — these Reunta 
discussion which is to be welcomed, 9%) the WNICE] 
discouraged. In» the.- | 


Value of the 


In order to assist in clarifying th? 
i Actured cacl 


issues raised in this controversy it might 


be helpful to set out the various prop” 'ce times 
sals which have been made, Brief} ‘hemsclvcs, 
they are: aM order 

5 Fi st nts must 

1. That pacifists should increa large free 


their efforts within the Labour Part 
and its affiliated organisations to bri 
that Party to a more. pacifist foreif# 
policy. A 

2. That pacifists should form thell 
own party based on a pacifist foreig! 
policy. 

3. That a new Radical Party unitint 


children and 
Ment means 
cluding de 
Nutritive val 
Btbs not a 
2 ord to bur 
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world war.” 
writers were reproached for not having writte! 
biographies GE, 

leaders and heroes who have built up t 
“defence” of the “ peace-loving” land. 


In . Moscow recently Sovie! 
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the great Soviet milita 


of those periods filled with “incidents” and 
the building up of tensions which immediately 
precedes large scale war. It is pleasant to fall 
in with the mood of such an hour, to indulge 
the longing of oneself and others for freedom 
from disturbing events or thoughts. Never- 
theless, I think this is a moment for caution 
and for realistic appraisal. 


Deceived by surface appearances 


The Pere who in June, 1945 thought the 
US and Russia were going to continue the 
war-time alliance into peace time and that 
Germany, presently to be*joined by Japan, 
was going to be forever disarmed, were 
deceived by surface appearances. There was 
no such drastic break with the past on the 
ioe of the nations involved as would have 
een required to give substance to the 
optimism of that period. 


What happened subsequently, including the 
“cold war” and ali this phrase conjures up, 
was not a surprising accident. It was not the 
result of radically new elements entering into 
the situation. 


The terrible events of 1947-1954 were the 
logical outcome of the forces that were operat- 
ing in June of 1945, of the antagonistic 
regimes whose diplomats smiled at each other, 
of the nature of the power-states pursuing 
their “national interests” and seeking to 
“defend” the “ positions” they had achieved. 


It is my firm conviction that as yet there 
has been no fundamental change in the inter- 
national situation and that no steps have as 


It is dangerous, I believe, for anyone to sup- 
por that either the US or the Russian regime 
as undergone a decisive change. 


It is in a certain sense salutary under these 
circumstances that Molotov and Dulles made 
the sort of speeches they did make in San 
Francisco a few days ago. In a world where 
there are two nations, and just two, com- 
petent on their own to wage large-scale atomic 
and biological war, it is their words that were 
armed with power. 


Chairman was silent 


it may be taken as a symbol, and an 
ominous one, of the realities of political life 
in this outwardly pleasant moment that at the 
UN session, where nobody was supposed to 
bring up “ controversial ” political matters and 
the spokesmen of Israel and Nationalist 
China were rebuked by the chairman for 
doing so, both Molotov and Dulles did make 
such speeches and took more time in doing 
so than was allotted to others. And the chair- 
man did not call either of them to order, 
Who, indeed, was to say them nay? 


Molotov rehearsed the Communtst version 
of events since 1945 and made it clear that 
the “peace-loving countries”—noW  synony- 
mous with the Communist bloc—“ subject, of 
course, to the peace-loving countries being 
properly prepared for self-defence,” had 
diligently sought peace as demonstrated by 
their conduct in Czechoslovakia, Korea, 
Indo-China, and so on and on. Unfortunately, 
there are others who would “unleash a new 


Mr. Dulles was not to be outdone, naturally: 
At equal length and with the same attentio# 
to detail he rehearsed the US version of 
events since 1945 and pointed out how re 
failingly it had pursuit: peace and thwarte 
“the aggressor.” All that was necessary # 
end the “cold war” and get peace was oné 
thing—not the “seven points” advanced 
Molotov—just let the Soviet Union and Chit? 
“observe the Charter of the United Nations 
and so on and on. 


The inference from what I have just pointed 
out about Dulles and Molotov is that tr 
relaxation of tension characteristic of # 
moment means that the possibility of getti98 
down to peace-making exists, not that 1 
making of peace has begun. 


Lenin and Gandhi 


I cannot, however, refrain from adding the 
under these circumstances I am sorry for ost 
thing Pandit Nehru did in Moscow, Ww! 1 
he also did and said some helpful thingy 
allude to the pase in the Bulganin-Neid 
statement which refers to the country of o¢e 
“following a system moulded by its ont 
genius, traditions and environment” and © , 
cludes that this “should be no bar to - J 
co-operation.” Granted that statesmen “of 
expected not to offend the. sensibilities 
their hosts on such occasions, I still iw 
that it was inadmissible for Nehru to J@ 
this inference that there is not some kind 
gulf between the “tradition” of Lenin 
Stalin and that of Gandhi. 
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Why they did not vote in France 


Figures recently compiled on last April's 
Ocal elections in France reveal that more than 
nalf the electorate did not vote. The largest 
number of abstentions, however, were found 
among youth between the ages of 20 and 30, 
amounting sometimes to 80 or 85 per cent. 
Worldover Press correspondent Pierre Rion- 
delet reports a general opinion that candidates 
Pay scant attention to young people and their 
iMterests, The loss of Pierre Mendes-France 
as Premier, too, was a factor, for he had 


slitred youth as had few previous political 
leaders, : eae z 


rash person ‘whd 
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Premier Edgar Faure, however, aroused to 
an awareness of youth needs, is now acting to 
Naugurate a high committee of various 


ctions for Unter for youth questions. The Eppes age 
: it for compulsory education is to be raise 
urope 2 from 14 to 16, though admittedly more 


teachers and better equipment will be required. 

née period of military training is to_ be 
Modified se conscripts. may complete their 
"ecational education and carry out works of 
Public value both in France and its overseas 
territories. 
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In Germany, according to studies made by 
Orldover Press correspondent Joachim Joes- 
1, indifference, tinged with a somewhat 
larger than usual dose of adolescent cynicism, 
“Ppears to be the keynote. 
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TOLD BRIEFLY 
Victims of first H-bomb 


HE first victims of the H-bomb were the 
+, inhabitants of some of the Marshall 
‘ands, UN trust territory, in the Pacific. It 
ras a Teport that some of them had been 
‘ured as a result of a weapon test which first 


“8 the world an inkling of what had taken 
ce, 


this month some facts about the injuries 
ayy Suflered were made known by an 
Metican expert, Commander Robert A. 
“nrad of the Naval Research Institute in a 
rt to the American Medical Association. 


{ In a study of 64 Islanders who experienced 
f €aviest contamination by radio-active 
‘ill-out, it was shown that they had received 
‘P to 175 roentgens of radiation (a deadly 
Se is 400 rocntgens). , 
they suffered large burns and peeling of 
In, and hair came out by the handful. None 
‘them died, but serious damage to the blood 
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4 caused and it is estimated that had they 
yi Party ‘mained on their contaminated island, some 
lersy *f them would have done so. 


that serioug. dit Th , *- ce cA a lis hel 
st way to furthef} “° United Natiens Children’s Fund is help- 


: ce} Mg to provide nore and better milk for the 

Bb aatzking pi World's. children with its milk conservation 
Programme. The co-ordinator of the 
Programme, Mr. Donald R. Sabin, returned 
Tecently from a tour of 18 milk conservation 
Plants in France, Ilaly, Malta, Yugoslavia, 
Stacl and Greece. He reported a substan- 
improvement in the dairy industries of 

.*8e countries following the installation of 
“W© UNICEF-assisted plants. 

In the UNICEF-assisted projects, the 
Yalue of the milk and other products manu- 
‘8Ctured cach year has amounted to one to 

tee times the total value of the plants 
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1 made. Briefly emselves, ; 
_In order to obtain UNICEF assistance, 
should increa% Plants must be capable of supporting a 


arge free distribution of milk to needy 
Children and mothers. Meeting this require- 
Ment means full use of dairy by-products, 
cluding development of products of high 
NUtritive value which the lowest income 
8toups not only will find attractive but can 
tora to buy. 


IN CASH OR KIND 


h,Wvith half the year gone we 
wee Mot quite reached half- 
img? t© our aim for 1955—£472 
t tead of £€500—but I feel sure 
righ you will soon put that 
Py and give the Peace 
Ry Union Headquarters 
ia a good start on the 
nd half of the year. 


A 
* 8enerous friend has given 
tajetlmost new BSA bicycle (lady’s model) for 
It | 0% behalf of the Peace Pledge Union Fund. 
and a speed gear and the usual accessories, 
iy . 'S in excellent condition. 1 suggest that it 
to Worth at least £10, and § would be very glad 
the “ar of any reader who would like to take 
ti. 0PPortunity of a bargain and at the same 
tre help the PPU. Another member asks me 
knowledge an anonymous contribution “ in 
tude for a lovely week.” 
beh s any reader anything to offer for sale on 
a alf of the Fund? We have previously had 
apt of ear-rings, a gold ring, a sovereign and 
Wo, Sovereign, and some platinum points. We 
'd_ welcome any further contributions in 
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Rages readers have some special cause for 
Fro, 'tude—an anniversary, a holiday, a recovery 
Ran ilness—and I invite them to express their 
to, tude in the same way as the anonymous 
rej tibutor, For it is “a poor heart that never 


“thers ” and rejoicing should be shared with 


bon July 18 Laurence Housman will be cele- 
ty'"E his ninetieth birthday. The PPU has 
2¥5 been very close to his heart and he has 


taht 


{ 
om adding oe 


| sorry for | am sure that nothing would please 


e! 
Hloscow, . wi J xp More than that those who would like to 
Ipful thine! Pacifs their gratitude for his long witness to 
julganinea ea? tig, ‘Sm should mark the anniversary by a con- 
ountry Of Vwi | “Ytion to the PPU Headquarters Fund. 
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iensibilities . 4nt received to date : £472 

I still ca | be rations to the Peace Pledge Union should 
lehru to. ie o | prt marked “ Headquarters Fund,” to the 
some kin@ id ends Treasurer at Dick Sheppard House, 
of Lenin A igh Street, London, W.C.\. 


“You can’t finish all wars with one war,” 
he said, when Paul Turner, applicant for 
exemption on June 24, stressed the futility of 
war and the failure of two wars to end war. 


In his statement, Turner wrote that war 
means everything that Christ did not mean, 
and leaves out all that he taught. 

Mr. Little, a member of the Tribunal, 
asked: “Don’t you think that pacifism must 
be wrong, because there have been wars and 
there have been pacifists?” Before Turner 
could reply, Professor James questioned, “Have 
you really ihought that there is no greater 
evil than war?” 

“JT am not convinced that of two evils, war is 
the lesser one,” replicd Turner. 

The decision of the Tribunal was that Turner 
had not grappled with the subject as sufficiently 
as a man of his intelligence should have done, 
and therefore he could not be exempted, but 
that he could go to the Appellate Tribunal. 
An answer to the Belsen questions 

It is not easy to satisfy a Tribunal when 
basing a conscientious objection to war on 
moral grounds. This was proved when Sidney 
Moulds of Eltham attempted to do so. 

“How do you know what is right and what 
is wrong ?”’ asked Sir Gerald, “‘ Have you read 
philosophy ? ” 

“No,” he answered, 

“ Most people adopt a religion to arrive at 
what is right and what is wrong. What have 
you read to bring you to a conclusion ?” he 
was asked. 

“ Professor Joad.” 

‘Did you know that he was once a pacifist, 


and then he changed his mind?” said Mr. 
Tudor-Davies. 


On the question of concentration camps, 
Moulds stated that he would have prevented 
them by firstly preventing the economic col- 
lapse of Germany, which gave rise to starva- 
tion, which prompted the setting-up of these 
camps. Then, vehemently, “I can’t kill,” he 
said. 

Prof, James : “When you have tried persua- 
sion to stop people being killed, what will you 
do?” 

Moulds: “I'd go on persuading them.” 

Moulds became a little flustered at this 


point, and Sir Gerald Hargreaves intervened 
to comment, “I am sorry. We are here—five 


to one. We can’t help it. It is an Act of 
Parliament. If we were not here, another five 
would be.” 


Later, when giving the decision, Sir Gerald 
again showed sympathetic understanding of 
those who come before him, by advising 
Moulds that since he was not able to express 
his views very well, he ought to put them in 
writing. “ He should go to the Appellate, and 
write a longer statement after having a quiet 
think about the matter,” he said. 

Daily Telegraph was enough ! 

Humour often penetrates the seriousness of 
the Tribunals. David Croft, an architect, when 
asked what he had read of the case against 
pacifism, replied that he often read the Daily 
Telegraph. 

When asked why the Russian people should 
not resist an (hypothetical) attack by the 
British people, he retorted indignantly, “ You 


PORTSMOUTH HAD A DAY OF IT 


Nearly 6,000 leaflets were distributed from door-to-door in the naval dockyard town of 
Portsmouth recently announcing a day of pacifist activities in the area. Sybil Morrison is 
seen here addressing an open-air meeting on the sea-front. Earlier there had been a poster 


parade through the town. 


Hall where a peace exhibition was opened and a buffet and bookstall set up. 


ROGER RAWLINSON. 


In the evening a panel answered questions in the Foresters’ 


PHOTO !; 


PEOPLE AND PLACES 


Need not be a saint —Official ! 


AMERICAN conscientious objec- 
+*% tors don’t have to be saints. 

It’s official. The Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals in the US has ruled it so. 

In reversing the conviction of a CO, 
William Chernekoff, the court stated: 5 

“Likewise in the course of argument it 
was represented and unchallenged that the 
derogatory information in the file as to 
appellant’s religious sincerity concerns a single 
conviction for drunkenness and a later one 
for speeding. To be a good church member 
does not necessarily entail being a saint. A 
mortal may occasionally weaken and_ still 
remain loyal to’ the tenets of his faith, A 
conscientious objector is not to be considered 
an outcast susceptible of being conviofed of 
a felony by any stray scintilla of evidence, 
indicating sporadic deviation from. the prin- 
ciples and approved practices | of his religion. 
We are all children of Eve. 


BBC and Gandhi 


WTHE BBC are at work on a pro- 
gramme about Gandhi. 

A recording unit went to Kingsley Hall, the 
Christian pacifist centre in Bow where 
Gandhi stayed in 1931 when in England for 
the Round Table Conference. enn 

Afterwards the BBC unit moved olf to 
Africa and India. 

Those war bonds 


eks ago I told how 

EEW Lies a Ffome Counties 
d by the decision of 
the Church Meeting to invest a aS or See 
iu Defence Bonds. Here 1s pel se tal ia 
A pacifist church member (deepy rtunate i 
in the work of the church but the d viens 
absent from the meeting where cS prion 
was reached) attended a qubecsiucn LOB 
and. mage the fOWMg ag rg 
(a) That “ Defence ectly endorsing 


involves dir : 1 
name, but Inv ing (and using, if 


the policy of making 


deemed necessary)) weapons of mass 
destruction, including the hydrogen 
bomb. 

(b) That—even if “Peace through strength” 
is right—it is inappropriate for the 
church to invest money in Defence 
Bonds, and inconsistent with her special 
vocation, ’ 

(c) That it is a matter for profound regret 
that we have been unable’ to deal with 
the money in a way which does not 
cut across the Christian conviction and 
moral principles of a minority of our 
membership. 

There was little hope that the decision would 
be reversed, and it was not; but a Christian 
witness was made, and pacifism was. mentioned 
(in the discussion which followed) within 
those sacred walls, almost certainly for the 
first time in the history of the church. The 
exhausted witness comments: 


“This is well worth doing. It involves 
standing alone (the only support forthcoming 
was a message from_a member absent on 
holiday!). It was a ‘ Daniel-in-the-Lion’s-den 
experience, but if the lions roared and if 
some of them (notably the Church treasurer!) 
looked as though they would like to swallow 
one whole, there was left the thought that 
‘To be alone with God is to be in the 
majority.’ Going home somewhat sad at 
heart an odd little verse sung when we were 
children came into my mind: 

Dare to be a Daniel, dare to stand alone, 

Dare to have a purpose firm, and dare to 

make it known. 


“What better motto for any conscientious 
objector!” 


Richard Lee memorial 


“7 OVE your enemies that ye may 

L ny chuldren of your Father, who 

maketh the sun shine on the good and on 

the evil and sendeth rain on the just and the 
unjust,” 
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WAR TO END WAR: “A silly journalistic 
phrase’? —London Tribunal 


By Mavis James 


[T is enlightening to know that those who engaged themselves in either of the last 

two world wars on the assumption that they were helping in a war to end 
wars were victims of “a silly journalistic phrase,” according to the Chairman of 
the Fulham Conscientious Objectors’ Tribunal, Sir Gerald Hargreaves. 


are posing a question which is highly im- 
moral!” 

Later, Mr, Tudor-Davies, trying to probe 
whether Croft would actively defend buildings 
against vandalism, asked, “You think all 
buildings are beautiful, don’t you?” Croft re- 
plied, “ No, not all!” 

Croft had postponed his tegistering as a CO 
until after expiry of deferment. This led the 
Tribunal to feel that his stand was not a 
sincere onc, and as such they could not keep 
his name on the register of conscientious 
objectors. 


“Y¥ didn’t think ” 


An Army volunteer, John Davey, who had 
obtained discharge from the Forces when he 
discovered that he had to learn to kill, who 
had subsequently been called up for National 
Service, and had then registered as a CO, had 
his case put back for two months, whilst in- 
formation concerning the nature of his dis- 
charge was being sought through the War 
Office. 

He claimed that he had told his Officer that 
he objected to serving on grounds of con- 
science, and had been released. Mr. Tudor- 
Davies asked if it were not true that he had 
been found “ Unsuitable” for the Army. 

“ That is untrue,” said Davey. 

“Why did you volunteer,” asked Mr. Little. 
“ Did you think it was right ?” 

“T didn’t think.” 


Michael Maybury 


Readers will be glad to know that Michael 
Maytury, who has been on the staff of Peace 
News pending the Tribunal, was granted con- 
ditional exemption on June 24. 

After having read through Michael’s state- 
ment of his objection to military service on 
humanitarian and moral grounds (in which he 
quoted the UN Convention on Genocide), and 
studied several Ictters which bore witness to 
his past and present humanitarian activities, 
the Tribunal told Michael that they were quite 
satisfied. 

Michael’s plans for the future include open- 
ing a Health Food Stores, and as this comes 
within the limits of the conditions laid down 
by the Tribunal, he has now left Peace News 
for Portsmouth, where his shop is to be. 


Peace-flashes from Germany 


New groups of German War Resisters have 
been formed at Lensahn/Ostholstein, 
Glueckstadt/Elbe, and Mannheim/ Luad- 
wigshafen. The Braunschweig Group, which 
had become inactive, has been reformed. 

Members of the Freiburg (Germany) War 
Resisters Group took part recently in an 
impressive open-air demonstration and 
parade carrying torches and posters. Onc 
poster read “ After Ratification more than 
ever for reunification and against rearma- 
ment,” another “It is better to be active 
today than radioactive tomorrow.” 


At the request of the German Shell Company 
the Emnid-institute carried out a public 
opinion poll which covered 1,500 people 
between the ages of 15 to 24. Interest in 
politics has slightly increased since the last 
poll of this kind, although even now 40 
per cent. of the young men and 70 per cent. 
of the young women show little or no 
interest in political matters. About one-third 
of those questioned stated that under no 
circumstances would they submit to com- 
pulsory military service. A further third 
would do military service under certain 
conditions. The majority regarded the re- 
unification of Germany as the most urgent 
political issue. 


By Hugh Brock 


This is the inscription on a bronze symbol 
which will adorn the entrance to the Richard 
Lee School, in Coventry. 

Designed by Mr. W. Ritchie, the bronze is 
a symbol of peace: a huge dove being 
released from the hand of God. 

“This design,” says the Coventry Standard, 
‘is to be mounted on a mild steel column 
on what is probably one of the most elevated 
sites overlooking Coventry, and will be a 
lasting memorial to the late Richard Lee, at 
one time chairman of the Education Com- 
mittee, and an ardent pacifist during his life- 
time.” 

Richard Lee was a member of the Board of 
bee News up to the time of his death in 
1 E 


Saved her deposit 


CAROL TAYLOR stood as 

Independent Pacifist candidate 

at a mock election in her Lancashire school. 

“ We had two meetings in the dinner hour,” 

she writes. The result of the poll ; Con., 182; 
Lab., 79; Ind. 56; Lib., 20. 

“At least I didn’t lose my deposit—3d.” 
Carol added. 

She put Peace News posters up in the 
school, but was not able to distribute the 
back numbers of Peace News which she had 
obtained. 

“I'm afraid we were not allowed to distri- 
bute ‘ outside propaganda’ in school, so I had 
to think of some other way of getting Peace 
News to people. I gave some to my friends, 
one of whom took six to give out at the 
church she goes to, and put about 20 others 
through the letter boxes of some houses. 

“T still had about 23 left, so one dinner 
hour, knowing that there was a Methodist 
Peace Fellowship meeting on at a blitzed site 
in Manchester, a friend and I rushed into 
town and distributed the PN, and also the 
fang and Soper leaflets to the large crowd 
there. 

“They went in about two minutes and we 
were back in time for school, so all was well.” 


4—PEACE NEWS—July 8, 1955 


THE CASE FOR 
ABSOLUTISM 


An article for young men 

facing the call-up—and for 

those who may be called 
upon to advise them 


By Bernard Withers 


[FE there ever was an absolutist he is dead. The 

war resister compromises merely by existing in 
any modern socicty which accepts the policies of 
war and conscription. He can never dissociate 
himself from these policies, and the absolutist, 
therefore, can be defined only as one who tries to 
do so, with more or less success. 


There is no special case for absolutism. There is 
only the case against war and conscription, allied to 
the unprovable conviction that absolute fidelity to 
principle is itself of value. But there are, admittedly, 
many conscientious objectors whose beliefs do not re- 
quire them to take the absolutist position. 


The case for absolutism will appear as we examine the 
arguments against it, and of these the most important are 
the reasons put forward for accepting conditional ex- 
emption from military service. 


Who originated exemption ? 


HE idea of conditional exemption( which, 

incidentally, is a contradiction in terms) 
did not originate with war resisters themselves, 
nor was it conceived as a way of enabling a ,, 
man to follow his conscience. 


Where “community” is 


The New York Times on the CD arrests 


licadlined “ Pacifists plan test of State Defence Act,” this sympathetic report 
appeared in the NY Times on June 18. 


FYMIE constitutionality of the State Defence Emergency Act of 1951 will be 
“- challenged in the courts, it was learned yesterday. 

The act makes it a misdemeanor for unauthorised persons to refuse to take 
shelter during Civil Defence raid drills. During Wednesday's hydrogen bomb 
drill, 29 pacifists in City Hall Park refused to take shelter and were arrested. 

Most of the oventy-nine are religious pacifists belonging to the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, the Catholic Workers, or the War Resisters League. These are 
groups of pacifists generally opposed to communism or any form of totalitarian- 
ism. They have a combined following of more than 100,000. 

Lawyers for the three groups will meet tomorrow to map the court fight. 
It “will go to the Supreme Court if necessary,” according to Bayard Rustin, 
executive secretary of the War Resisters League and a member of the Religious 
Society of Friends (Quakers). Mr. Rustin was one of the twenty-nine arrested. 

Their cases will be called in Lower Manhattan Court Thursday. If convicted 
they could receive jail terms of up to one year and fines of up to $500. 

The pacifists will argue that they were acting peacefully according to their 
consciences, that they were not interfering with those who participated in the 
drill, and that their arrest therefore was a violation of their freedoms under the 
First Amendment. 

Pacifists are allowed to refuse to serve as combatants in war. Many served 
as stretcher bearers in the front lines. Others did menial work in hospitals and 
volunteered for medical experiments. A few, refusing to lend themselves in any 
way, were jailed. 

In the past, pacifists generally have co-operated in raid drills. However, both 
Mr. Rustin and John M. Swomley, executive secretary of the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, maintain that the hydrogen bomb creates a different situation. 

They argue that there is no defence against a real hydrogen bomb raid, 
“which would be much more than just one bomb on Brooklyn.” Therefore, 
they say, Wednesday's drill created the “illusion” that there was a defence and 
constituted a psychological preparation for war. 

. Twenty-six of the twenty-nine arrested Wednesday are members of one of 
the three groups. They sat quietly on benches in the park. The non-members 
include a woman who was sent to Bellevue for observation and a young man 
who was charged with resisting arrest. 

The last nine of the groups’ members were bailed out late yesterday after- 
noon. Each was held on $1,500. Mr. Rustin said that more than $45,000 had 
been sent voluntarily to the organizations in the last two days to help meet bail 
and other expenses. Much of the money came in small amounts, he said, and 
there were many non-members who contributed. 


into 


translated _ 
state,” and it is asserted that the individual 


tants. 


Germany and to kill and maim her inhabi- 


: : has a duty to the state, as an entity apart 
It is a device of governments whereby they from the persons whom it represents, the con- 


may exact some measure of forced service 
from the objector, securing the maximum 
degree of compliance with conscription while 
making the minimum concession to the claim 
that conscience must be supreme. 


The government concerned may nevertheless 
have a quite sincere respect for the CO. There 
is no doubt, for example, that the British 
Parliament was genuine in its desire to make 
proper provision for COs in the conscription 
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Act of 1939; but there is, also, little doubt 
that they allowed for unconditional exemption 
only because experience during the 1914-18 
war had shown that it was uscless to try to 
coerce the unconditionalist. 


But conscription depends for its acceptance 
upon its claim to ensure equality of sacrifice, 
and the English tribunals are now openly 
refusing to grant unconditional exemption on 
the grounds that the CO must be compelled to 
make some sacrifice. 


Duty and the World Citizen 


CONDITIONAL exemption is com- 

monly accepted because the CO 

“recognises that he has a duty to serve the 

community”; or because he “has no objec- 
tion to the work he is directed to do.” 

The first of these should be true of every 
CO, But the war resister who objects to war 
because he is aware of his duty to a world- 
wide, or even supra-mundane, community, 
knows that he cannot discharge that duty by 
furthering the interest of any one section of 
the community, such as his own nation, at the 
expense of another. 

Indeed, he sees the true interest of his own 
and every nation as coincidental with that of 
the world community, for he is free from the 
limitations of nationalist feeling. 

This is not an attitude of moral superiority ; 
he is out of step because he “ hears a different 
drummer.” He is already acting as a citizen 
of the world by repudiating international war ; 
and his insistence on the absolute supremacy 
of conscience contributes to the realisation 
of the new society. 

That society is both here, wherever and 
whenever one man accepts his citizenship, and 
in the future, when all men shall do so. 

Confusion arises because of an imprecise 
conception of the nature of the community to 
which the individual owes allegiance, and be- 
cause of the apparent contradiction between 
his duty to the smaller and to the larger com- 
munities. 


ception is quite foreign to the western “ demo- 
cracies,” which profess to believe that the 
state exists for man, and not man for the 
state; and which are not nearly as anxious 
(where they are anxious at all) to conscript 
their citizens and control wealth in order to 
establish a just society as they are to do the 
same for the waging of war. Such a concep- 
tion is more in keeping with Communist and 
Fascist theory, with its clearly defined dogma 
of the supremacy of the state. 


Duty and its emotional appeal 


TP\HE cmotional strength of the 
- appeal to the sense of duty is 
enormous. It is of the essence of both the 
tragedy and the iniquity of war that it calls 
forth the best in men and that they make 
heroic sacrifices and exhibit their finest virtues 
—courage, gencrosity, altruism—in the service 
of Mars, while the pursuit of peace and the 
things that make for peace evoke no such 
response. 

In time of war the CO may feel (however 
irrationally and even though he knows the 
fecling to be irrational) that when his 
country is “fighting for her life” he should 
do all he can to aid her. 

He has constantly to remind himself that, by 
resorting to war, whether offensive or defen- 
sive, his country has deliberately chosen a 
course which cannot be for her ultimate good, 
and that he serves her best by withholding 
his support. 

Through the welter of lies and half-truths 
which are disseminated as news in war-time, 
he must strive constantly to discern the true 
origins and course of events, so that he may 
retain his sense of perspective; and only by 
dissociating himself entirely from the nation’s 
prime purpose and by resisting the tempta- 
tion to identify himself with it can he remain 
aware of things as they really are, and thus 
qualify himsclt for his part in the struggle to 
make them what they should be. 


Constructive assignment 


€ Bur I have no objection to the 

work I am told to do.” This 

is relatively true. It is also true, in the same 
limited way, that there can be no objection 
to some of the duties of the men in the armed 
forces. Many of them are occupied almost 
entirely in ministering to the normal needs of 
the communities which the services constitute. 

But the war resister does have an objection 
to the purpose for which they exist, and to 
which the whole of the military organisation 
is directed ; and he has the same objection to 
the purpose of the state, when it is organised 
for total war. 

Unless, as a condition of exemption from 
military service, he is directed to work which 
is entirely punitive and of no real value, he 
is usually (but not invariably) ordered to 
undertake work which will contribute to the 
efficiency of the nation in prosecuting the war. 
But, being a responsible person, he is already 
doing what he believes he is most suited for, 
and serving his fellow-men to the best of his 
ability. 

He has not waited upon the direction of a 
tribunal. 


The responsibility for the proper use of 
his talents is his own, and he may not 
allow others to assume it. His duty is to 
give a lifetime of service, not a fixed period 
arbitarily limited to the duration of military 
service, 

Similar considerations apply to industrial 
conscription and other forms of direction of 
labour, even where these are not contingent 
upon exemption from military service. 

or instance, one may be directed to join 

a fire-fighting service. No one will deny that 
putting out fires is an entirely admirable 
object. 

But an inflated fire-fighting service in war- 
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Without such services, the government would 
not have dared to carry on the war. 


Sacrifice as a goal 


NE further criticism of the uncon- 
ditionalist is that he should be 


prepared to make some sacrifice for the 
privilege of exemption from military service. 


His answer is that it is no privilege not to 
be compelled to murder his fellow-men; and 
he could add that a very substantial sacrifice 
is exacted from him by the operation of the 
war-making policies of his fellows, a sacrifice 
which he knows to be useless. 


He is not free to put his pacifism into 
practice, but free only to contract out of 
military service, 

But, because of their responsibilities or their 
Spiritual or mental limitations, conscientious 
objection is not a practicable course for the 
majority of men. 


In that sense, the CO is privileged and, 
because acceptance of conditional exemption 
for himself is tantamount to acceptance of 
compulsory military service for millions of 
others, the absolutist will not buy his freedom 
while those others must remain enslaved. 


For conscription is the enslavement not only 
of the body but of the mind and the spirit 
to the sole purpose of destruction. 


Neither immediately nor ultimately can 
this slavery contribute to the full, fruitful 
living which is the end of existence. True 
freedom, which is the freedom to express the 
whole personality, cannot be achieved through 
a denial of freedom, since that denial destroys 
the personality itself. 


The “no” of the absolutist, his refusal 
to compromise at any point, his apparent 
rejection of all duties, is in fact a great 
“yes”: an affirmation of life and the 
purpose of living, as against the great denial 
of life and the surrender to the forces of 
death and destruction which find expression 
In conscription. 


In England it is comparatively easy to take 
an absolute stand against war. 


In those countries where there is no legal 
provision for COs, the war resister has no 
choice as to the stand he will take, even 
though he might be prepared to accept con- 
ditional release from military duties, 


We may be sure that, through his sacrifice 
and his faithfulness, he will eventually secure 
the right to exemption for himself and for 
others, and if it is only conditional exemption, 
that will not diminish our admiration and our 
gratitude. 


Any form of exemption which will eliminate 
the monstrous waste of life involved in resist- 
ing militarism must be welcomed. It will 
enable some COs to direct their energies to 
more positive living, and others to carry the 
Struggle a stage further. 


The consequences and the hopes 


qt is easy to theorise about absolut- 
ism, and impossible to be sure that 
one would have the courage which it demands. 


It may lead to prison ,and there it entails, 
logically, non-co-operation with the prison 
system: refusal to work, perhaps refusal to 
eat. 


It certainly invites misrepresentation and 
Crease} even on the part of other 
Ss. 


The absolutist lays himself open to all the 
charges which have always been made against 
the pioneer reformer and revolutionary: that 
he is unreasonable, immoderate, _ selfish, 
egoistic, exhibitionist, seeking martyrdom. 

In some cases, and to some extent in all, 
these charges may be true, as they are true 
of many men whom history now honours, To 
say as much is only to say that the absolutist 
is not a saint. 

It is just as well that he should not be, since 
the elimination of war depends Upon the 
action of quite ordinary people, and initially, 
on the demonstration that the ordinary man 
can successfully resist militarism. 
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Six Against Tyranny, by Inge Scholl. Job, 
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Journcy Through Dread, by Arland Usshet 
Darwen Finlayson, 12s. 6d. 


TUST about twelve years ago when the Wat 
was well under way events took plat 
in Germany of which we heard nothing # 
the time. In any case neither side would havé 
been willing to publicise them. At that timé 
then, the solid citizens of Munich—engross® 
as they were in their war effort—were star 
to see slogans such as “ Down with Hitler 
or just the word “ Freedom ” painted in Jars¢) 
letters on the walls of the Ludwigstrast| Those of us 
Leaflets denouncing the Nazi regime were t?} Ment do so by 
be found unexpectedly lying around in th] *0cialism and 
corridors and stairs of the local University] ¢ Britain 
Surely this was not the work of Germans!) nscious tow 
It was. Crusade again 


This movement of non-violent protest spre eumament, 
to other German cities, but in the end wa homy at h 
traced to a small group of Munich students 
Eive of them—and a Professor of Philosophy 
—were eventually arrested, put on trial beforé 
a “ People’s Court” and beheaded. These welé 
the “six against tyranny” referred to in thé 
title of Inge Scholl’s interesting little book. 


Inge Scholl is the sister of two of tht 
executed students, Hans and Sophie Scholl. 
These two young people had joined the Hitle 
Youth Movement in 1933, but became les 
enthusiastic as the years went by, Thell 
father, jailed in 1942 for speaking against thé 
Nazis, had a considerable influence on thelf 
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Cheers from the aduience as Dr. Goebbels 
speaks of total war in Berlin in81943 


ideas. As the War continued, with its appall: Publicg {Me right to se 
ing sacrifice—and its concentration camp a4 [i malon. we neve 
other atrocities—Hans and Sophie Scholl Wg" *tonaply ome 
decided to make active protests against evil °rBanisers of evi 
as they knew it. In one of their leaflets thé BREVIATIONS: 
and their friends, after giving details APF 3 Fellowshi 
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immeasurable load of guilt . . 
guilty, guilty, guilty! Every 
Some people here will be pleased to us? 
such a book not to make known the fact that Ryn SUN 
even in Nazi Germany there were young me / cio E PARK: 


and women willing to protest at the cost oBlagerur- Every 
their lives, but further to emphasise Germ@® ing’ VieoWY + Orer 
guilt. But the students’ phrase “... we @ Keith js 


all, guilty, guilty, guilty!” means just what it 
says, It includes us all. 


Six AGAINST TYRANNY comes out at % 
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feeling of hope. If even Nazi thoroughn@ 
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I CANNOT, for the reasons already stated, 
hi accept Eric Fenner’s invitation to join 
HIS New political movement, but I am pleased 
oat Many pacifists are now giving some 
thew’ thought to the political expression of 
heir convictions, 


bebe pacifist movement generally, and the 
oh Pledge Union in particular, still seem 
: @ no further advanced than Dick Sheppard 
48 in the mid-’thirties, when he made indi- 


ae War-resistance the sole objective of the 


mt if pacifists embark on_poliiical action, 
righ should realise that Sybil Morrison is 
mat when she says—" the pacifist candidate 
ust have a full, social, economic and foreign 
are) tO Put to his constituents.” Elections 
Te Not fought only on issues of foreign policy. 


me hose of us who work in the Labour move- 

ae so because we believe in democratic 

fee ey and the Welfare State. We want to 

~ Sritain becoming increasingly welfare 

aes towards all peoples and leading a 

isa: © against world poverty. This means 
Tmament, but it also means a_ socialist 
nomy at home. 


ate past the Independent Labour Party 
a eommon Wealth under Acland tried to do 
Similar job to that of the proposed pacifist 
ty, They achieved some success, in a 
way. But most of their prominent 
acti soon realised that little constructive 
acho’ aS distinct from propaganda, can be 
wide eo for progressive policies outside the 
er Labour Movement. 


pogcr Pacifisis, in the political field, the 
Ieligne’, 8 NOt dissimilar from that in the 
it es Sphere. There they have always felt 
Varicns more effective to work inside their 
Pree churches, thus making permanent con- 

With the non-pacifists, rather than form 


UChries: 
Christian pacifist sect. 
pavan Geffen, in his article, “ A New Radical 
avoid for Britain?” hopes this party “ will 
10 the trap of attempting to lay down what 
tes should say or do.” Surely, if it is a 


Workers 


Pa ae ar 
TY, as distinct from an association of 


indie? 
‘dividuals, it must have a policy, a large part 


Fi Which’ will be binding on individual 
Mbers, It must also act as a team. 


Nits editorials Peace News lays great 


J irPhasig on the need for pacifist candidates 


sriiedge themselves in advance to vote in 
imp. Ways. Is a small minority vote 80 
8 Portant? And since when has voting been 
_ Nain hallmark of a pacifist? Quakers have 
sect believed in voting and thus magnifying 
€nces. They have always had an honoured 


fe in the peace movement. Surely a paci- 


{ . should be judged on his positive attitude 


on ty questions of peace and armaments and 
is a efforts to ensure that the pacifist view 
Placed before his non-pacifist colleagucs. 
conip ther pacifiss form a new party or 
*ot 7 to work inside the Labour Party will 
We Alter the fact that we are still a minority. 


Vian 8Ve to win adherents from amongst the 


of i 

resent i Bnoss who are not pacifists at the 
this’ 'Y Opinion we are more likely to do 
Opers"side the Labour, Trade Union and Co- 
for sve Movements, where there is sympathy 


Ur view, 
4s RON HUZZARD. 
Staniey Rd., N.2. 
* * * 
As One elector who cast his vote for Ron 
Uzzard, the pacifist Labour candidate at 
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ment and Progress in India." 
warilal Choudhri. 
LONDON, S.W.1: 2-5 p.m.; Denison Ho., 


Murumbi, ‘ : 5 
Is. 6d, Movement for Colonial Freedom 


The recent elections for the Labour Shadow 
Cabinet showed that out of 277 Labour MPs 
only 31 supported John Rankin and only 29, 
George Thomas. This shows little change from 
votes in previous years for other pacifists. 
What then has all the past work inside the 
Labour Party (including my own) achieved? 
We still have just a handful of ineffective 
members too handicapped by Party loyalties 
even to be able to do more than just abstain, 
or risk expulsion any time they dare to vote 
against war preparations. 

No, the real answer is to build a Pacifist 
Party. If Emrys Hughes, Victor Yates and 
company place opposition to war as being 
more important than mere reformism then 
they will throw their weight and prestige into 
a campaign to build a party which can 
immediately win best part of a million sup- 
porters at the polls, 

EDWARD W. CORBY. 

50 Selwood Rd., 

East Croydon, Surrey. 


* oF * 


I HAVE read your leading article (PN July 1) 
very carefully, but I am still in a bit of 
a fog. 

Your article reminded me of a sermon, but 
when I listened for the application, the 
preacher suddenly closed down. What do you 
really want us to do? There are, at present, 
four political parties. Do you want to form 
a fifth party, a pacifist party? If so, why not 
say so? 

We have already stated our objections. We 
will state them again. You can really reduce 
the four partics to two for both Liberal and 
Communist are so tiny you can wipe them 
off the slate. But your proposed Pacifist Party 
would be tinier still. So, if I vote for your 
man, I know he will never get in. But if I 
vote Tory, do you know a single Tory who 
is pacifist? I don’t. Now you have given us 
a long list of Labour candidates who are either 
pacifist or that way inclined. That is why we 


voted Labour. 
Rev. G. TINSLEY PEET. 
9 Chatham Rd., Worthing. 


* * * 


A NUMBER of MPs refused to vote for 
+% the H-bomb, but they were bound by the 
Labour Party constitution not to vote against ; 
which is the difference between a member of 
the Party and a non-member. 


I asked a Labour Party candidate if he 
would oppose conscription and the manufac- 
ture of the H-bomb. His reply was, “ Yes, 
within the framework of Labour Party policy,” 
which I understood would mean abstaining 
from voting for or against these things. 


I prefer to be free to express my pacifism 
outside the “framework of Labour Party 
policy” without restriction anywhere, which 
would be denied me if I were a member of the 


Labour Party. 
ARTHUR GRIDLEY, 


14 Stambridge Rd., 
Rochford, Essex. 


* * * 


J AM not a member of the Labour Party and 

do not hold any brief for it. What worries 
me is the assumption (by Peace News) that 
the Labour Party has completely repudiated 
all its ideals and is no longer a fit place for 
a pacifist to work, and again the assumption 
that the pacifist who does not sce this is a 
bit of a fool. 

And all this put aggressively and very 
dogmatically as if PN no longer realised that 
the average member of the Labour Party who 
is a pacifist, if he is honest, is always asking 
himself this question—“ Is this the point where 
I ought to resign? ” 
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Letters to the Editor 


PARTY CONTROVERSY 


Instead of making sweeping statements about 
what MPs can or cannot do, PN could run a 
series of articles, interviewing MPs and putting 
to them such questions as ‘‘Do you consider 
that the undertaking that you were required to 
give debars you from defying the Whip?” 
“What do you think of Richard Acland’s 
statement?” ‘Docs your constituency party 
know and agree or tolerate your pacifist 
views,” etc. 

I would like to point out that most people 
in the Labour Party are at the moment not in 
a very happy frame of mind to accept criticism. 
I am quite sure the almost hysterical reaction 
to recent issues of PN is due to this. “It’s 
not what you say, it’s the way (and the time) 
you say it.” To some of us this (Labour 
Party controversy) is purely an_ intellectual 
argument. To others, it means the gravest 
political decision of their lives—and_ the 
political wilderness is not in the Icast attrac- 


tive. 
PAT KNOWLES. 


36 Western Rd., 
Wylde Green, Sutton Coldfield. 


© * . 


WOULD agree with Denis Brian that there 

is a splendid opportunity of doing valuable 
work for peace inside the Labour Movement, 
but I suggest that the political instrument 
should be the anti-war ILP rather than the 
pro-war Labour Party. 


Denis Brian and Ron Huzzard seem to think 
the important thing is to get pacifists into 
Parliament, even if they can only do so by 
the dishonest method of using a Party machine 
ticket and getting in on the votes of the over- 
whelming majority of their electoral sup- 
porters who do not accept the pacifist view but 
overlook it as an unimportant issue compared 
with their main concern of keeping the Tories 
out. I think the important thing is to get a 
message across to the people and try to per- 
suade them to our way of thinking. 


As has been pointed out so many times, the 
voice of pacifism has been smothered in the 
Parliamentary Labour party, and anyone con- 
sistently making a worthwhile stand by voting 
against militarism in all its forms would not 
hold the Party ticket for long. And _ this 
applies even in peace-time. 

May I ask why the Labour Party opposed 
Acland at Gravesend? Acland resigned on 
one issue—the H-bomb. He has not changed 
his political views; therefore the Labour 
Party would have had his full support in 
Parliament on all issues—except such issues 
as support for the H-bomb. So the party 
within which we are asked to work for peace 
is the party which fought an election to 
stifle the voice of opposition to this suicidal 


and demoniacal weapon! 
LAURIE SUTTON. 


112 Repton Rd., 
Orpington, Kent. 


* * 


* 

| AGREE with much of what Ron Huzzard 

and Denis Brian say about the wisdom of 
supporting the Labour Party pacifists rather 
than independent pacifists in elections. Paci- 
fists are a small minority, and the electorate 
will not support them if they stand for Parlia- 
ment as pacifists alone. On the other hand, 
electors are fairly willing to stomach pacifism 
in a Labour candidate. Indeed, a candidate 
may even be helped by his pacifism, because 
it shows he is not a tame party man. 

But this does not mean that Sir Richard 
Acland was mistaken in resigning on the H- 
bomb issue. By resigning when he did, Acland 
made himself the focus of a widespread but 
imperfectly articulate sentiment against H- 
bomb politics. He put the issue into the head- 
lines, and made opposition to nuclear weapons 
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a force to be reckoned with by the part 
menace I Sea whether ORY. action ee 
astic than outright resi i 
Seer ig ignation would have 
GEOFFREY CARNALL. 
43 Wellesley Ave., Belfast. te 


* * * 


HE editorial “ Pacifists and Politics” in 
~ Peace News, July 1, amounts to a declara- 
tion of support for any politician who will 
for any reason (which could be merely 
personal fear or expediency) vote for the 
banning of the H-bomb. 


At the same time Peace News is deeply 
critical of life-long pacifist: who remain 
members of the Labour Party. 


That “the social and economic objects of 
the Labour Party are by no means required 
doctrine for pacifists” may well be true; but 
surcly pacifism must have some social and 
economic objective? Pacifism in a vacuum is 
meaningless. 


I have no doubt that there are many pacifists 
who do not share the objectives of the Labour 
Party; but can one call oneself a_ pacifist 
and not believe in the essential brotherhood 
of mankind, with its social implications of a 
classless society, equality of Opportunity, and 
opposition to all kinds of exploitation of man 
by man? MICHAEL GODFREY. 

11 Rotherwick Rd., 

London, N.W.11. 


* ” * 


WHEN anyone signs the pledge (to re- 

nounce war) they are not asked whether 
they belong to a political party, church or no 
church. The Peace Pledge Union is non- 
political and non-sectarian; unless members 
respect each others views as to where they feel 
best able to spread their pacifism the Union 
will lose members rather than gain them and 
that would be tragedy. 

VIOLET MITCHELL. 
62 Blake St., Hull. 


In order to present the views of as many of our readers 
as possible all the letters on thls page have been shortened, 
We urge correspondents to confine their letters to a length 
of 250 words, 


We are all guilty 


_. . @ FROM PAGE FOUR 
Irish philosopher, Arland Ussher, Mr. Ussher'’s 
book will interest those with more than a 
superficial interest in philosophy on a high 
level that yet remains essentially non-academic. 

He sums up Sartre thus: 

an exhilarating and courageous mind, which 

just misses being a great one, 

As Mr. Ussher points out, it is disturbing 
that a leader of French thought can be 80 
sympathetic to Sovict ideas that he will go so 
far as to declare that the deportations after the 
war in Eastern Europe were a lesser evil than 
the colour bar in the US. 
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% From page one 


When Britain tests H-bomb 
WILL OTHERS BE ENDANGERED ?—Geo. Thomas, MP 


tamination which might result from the fall- 
out of a ground burst hydrogen bomb. 


Negotiation from commonsense 


The importance of negotiating from common 
sense and not from strength was stressed by 
Mr. Emrys Hughes (Lab., S. Ayrshire) when 
he spoke in the debate following the con- 
clusion of the Austrian State Treaty. 

The treaty, he pointed out, had not come 
about as a result of the formula of negotiation 
from strength. It was, indeed, doubtful 
whether, at present, we were able to negotiate 
at any European conference from a position 
of strength. 

Examining the Articles of the treaty, Mr. 
Hughes said that Austria was not to embark 
on any futile nuclear experimentation and the 
possession of alomic weapons. 

“This is an advance towards civilisation 
of which, I am sure, the people of Austria, 
if they have due regard for their own 
security, will heartily approve,” he declared. 
“The more neutral nations there are in the 

world, which completely abolish from their 
minds the possibility that war can be anything 
but a destructive and futile way of solving 
international problems in our time, the nearer 
we shall move towards a better civilisation. 


Big Four talks 


Mr. Hector Hughes, questioning the Prime 
Minister about the forthcoming big four talks 
at Geneva, impressed on him the importance 
of discussing the arms race and international 
peace, 

Sir Anthony replied that the agenda at 
Geneva did not exclude any topic from dis- 
cussion, 

Mr. Arthur Henderson (Lab., Rowley Regis 
and Tipton) hoped that any subject which was 
contributory to the cause of world tension 
might be raised at the conference. 

Sir Anthony observed that no formal agrec- 
ment on this matter had been reached by the 
four foreign Ministers, but it was clear from 
the terms of the invitation which the Govern- 
ments of the United Kingdom, the US and 
France addressed to the Soviet Government on 
May 10 that, so far as they were concerned, 
any subject might be raised. 


Sportsmen and the call-up 


There have been several complaints in Parlia- 
ment about anomolies in the terms of National 
Service. During a debate on the subject, Mr. 
Norman Dodds (Lab., Erith and Crayford) 
mentioned cases in which, he said, men whom 
he did not consider medically fit were retained 
while certain sportsmen were discharged. 

Mr. Harold Watkinson, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Labour, said it was 
the Government’s view that there was no 
reason for an inquiry. There was no growing 
dissatisfaction with national service, he in- 
sisted. 

Finally, a glance at some of the business 
shortly to come before the House. 


Minister for Peace 


Mr. Hector Hughes has tabled a question to 
the Prime Minister asking if he would take 
steps to appoint a Minister of Cabinet rank 
whose sole duty would be to study and imple- 
ment ways and means to bring about total 
world disarmament. 

Mr. Hughes also intends to ask the Foreign 
Secretary what steps he had taken during the 
last month, and was now taking, to stop 
experimental explosions of atomic, hydrogen 
and thermo-nuclear bombs. 

Mr. George Thomas (Lab., Cardiff, W.) is to 
ask the Prime Minister wherer he was satisfied 
that adequate precautions would be taken to 
prevent injury to people in other countries 
from clouds of radioactive dust when the 
British hydrogen bomb was exploded. 


WORK INSIDE THE LABOUR PARTY 


TO THE EDITOR 
AY I be allowed to correct two mis-state- 
-** ments in Denis Brian’s letter in Peace 
News on June 24. 

The Standing Joint Pacifist Committee did 
not take any corporate decision in regard to 
the so-called H-bomb Petition; each of the 
organisations voted according to their own 
decisions, which happened to coincide. The 
SJPC, under its terms of reference, has no 
power to take corporate decisions of that 
nature. 

The decision not to co-operate with the 
petition was not on the grounds that the 
petition did not go far enough. On the con- 
trary, the pacifist organisations did not expect 
a group of non-pacifist MPs to put forward a 
pacifist petition, but they did support an 
amendment put forward by Mr. Silverman, 
which included a reference to the H-bomb, 
and repudiating its use by this country. 

This amendment was carried by a substan- 
tial majority, but the decision to include these 
words was over-ridden by the H-bomb petition 
committee, who insisted upon the wording of 
the Labour Party motion which had recently 
been carried by all Partics unanimously in the 
House of Commons. 

The pacifist organisations, and some others, 
considered it a waste of time and energy and 
money to petition for something that had al- 
ready been unanimously agreed. It was for this 
reason only that they did not support the 


petition. 

ERIC TUCKER, 
Chairman of Standing Joint Pacifist Committee. 
Friends House, Euston, N.W.1. 


might well be discussed, in whatever form 
thought appropriate, at the Geneva meeting. 

“T do not believe that in advance of negotia- 
tions of this kind we improve our position by 
such gestures,” he added. 


Effects of radiation 


Replying to Dr. Barnett Stross (Lab., Stoke- 
on-Trent, Central), Sir Anthony said he was 
informed that the Medical Research Council 
was giving the highest priority to the prepara- 
tion of a report on the medical aspects of 
nuclear radiation, but it could not yet say 
when it was likely to be ready. 

The Prime Minister spoke of the proposal 
made by the US to the United Nations that 
that body should assemble and collate scientific 
information from alt over the world on the 
effects of radiation on human health and 
safety. He promised that the Government 
would give careful study to this proposal and 
would be ready to ee their full part in 
discussing it at the first convenient oppor- 
tunity. 

When Dr. Stross asked if the report was 
correct that the Soviet Union had stated that 
it was prepared to stop further tests at the 
moment, Sir Anthony replied: “TI have not 
heard that.” 


Atoms for peace 

Mr, Hector Hughes (Lab., Aberdeen, N.) 
wanted to know what advances had been made 
in this country during the last two months 
towards the development of the uses of atomic 
energy for peaceful purposes. 

Mr. Nigel Birch, Minister of Works, told 
him that research into the peaceful uses of 
atomic energy was a continuous process in 
which very rapid advances were not to be 
expected. Normal progress had been made 
during the last two months. 

Mr. Hughes appealed to the Minister to be 
more specific, but Mr. Birch replied that the 
answer he had given accurately represented the 
position. 

Fall out hazards 

The Home Secretary, Major Lloyd-George, 
was asked by Dr. Stross whether he had noted 
that in the US the Federal Civil Defence 
Administration had been instructed to develop 
plans for combating the fall-out hazards of 
nuclear bombs. What steps, asked Dr. Stross, 
were being taken in Britain to combat these 
hazards ? 

_ Ina written reply, Major Lloyd-George said 
it was made plain in the White Paper on 
defence that a complcig overhaul of our home 
defence plans was being undertaken, with par- 
ticular regard to the extensive radioactive con- 
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Peace News will pay tribute to 


LAURENCE HOUSMAN 
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The second article In the serlas, Pioneers of the 
New Africa, will tell the story of 
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non-violent methods for promoting Peace 
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Open letter to Eisenhower 


The American Friends Service Committee 
wish to make it clear that the “ Open Letter 
to Eisenhower,” published in Peace News on 
June 24 was written by Lawrence Scott in his 
personal capacity and not as a member of 
their regional peace education staff in Chicago. 
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The method of war — 


Should the free world exchange its present measure of safety through terror, 
more generally known as the policy of the deterrent, for the uncertainties of inter- 
nationally controlled disarmament? ... What has brought disarmament down from 
the clouds to the level of practical diplomacy? First increasing doubts about the 
efficacy of the deterrent, now that both sides will shortly have virtual equality in : 
nuclear strength. . . . It remains—and this is the vital issue—to make sure that : 
Russia would honour the disarmament undertaking she seems prepared to give. ... 

—-Daily Telegraph, July 4, 1955. 


deadlock, since “safety through terror” MI 
become untenable, there being little sense a 
any safety, and an overwhelming sens ® 
sheer terror. p 
It is interesting at least to note that th 
Daily Telegraph leader writer now, opel) 
expresses what pacifists have been reiterali 
for years, that the efficacy of the deterrent? 
over, directly there is virtual equality, 
that this must always be the result of a 


THAT a race in armaments must 

inevitably lead to a stalemate and 
thence, if not resolved, to war, would 
seem to be so obvious that it is difficult 
to understand how statesmen of all 
nations continue to engage in such 


dangerous play with each other. 
The “peace through strength” policy is 


will offer a meeting place for mankind 


and hydrogen 


not a policy arising from vision or from 
great statesmanship; it is, in diplomacy, on 
the same level as a cliché in speech or 
writing; it is, in fact, a worthless idea 
expressed in hackneyed and outworn jargon. 

Yet much rhetoric has been spent on it, 
and a great deal of persuasive propaganda, 
in order that it should be understood that so 
long as the West became and remained 
stronger than the East, then negotiations 
could take place, and war would not. 

But it now appears that no one can feel 
certain after all, of being safe through 
terrorising the opponent, and it is clear that 
a stalemate has been reached in the struggle 
for the dominating position. It has, therefore, 
been agreed by the heads of States to meet 
and discuss the question of disarmament. 

Unfortunately it appears to be entirely 
overlooked that armaments are merely the 
outward and visible sign of the inward and 
deeply rooted faith in the method of war. 
The discussions in fact are to be concerned 
with the symptoms and not with the disease. 

The heads of States may now wish, rather 


naturally, to make some move to alter the 


The future is ours! 


@ It takes a lot of personal effort to build up 
the sales of Peace News. Newsagents, with more 
than half an eye to the cash value of their 
display space, will only allocate us a few inches 
when some focal enthusiast promises to buy the 
left over copies. Until the Board of Trade 
lifts its taboo on “sale or return” supplies to 
the trade we shall continue to rely on these 
public spirited supporters for our shop sales. 

Meantime PN has an enormous job to do. 
Pacifism can’t wait for the Board of Trade, 
and so we look to our readers to provide, in 
devotion and manpower, an equivalent of the 
vast sums popular weeklies pay to stimulate 
public interest. 

Visiting people and outdoor activities are much 
pleasanter during the summer. Will you devote 
time each week to building up Peace News sales 
in your district ? During the election we had 
some stimulating examples of peace action. But 
creating new public opinion is a non-stop job, 
and our present network of peace workers has 
some enormous gaps in the mesh. 


@ Will you join us on this job? Like Bryan 
Reed of Crawley,-who first came in for, the 
election campaign, you may well find a dozen 
new supporters in a few weeks. Or there is Mr. 
Tuck at St. Albans who finds that collecting and 
sending to us names and addresses and 2s. 6d. 
trial subscriptions ensures that his interested 
friends really “take the plunge.” A University 
lecturer at Belfast makes street selling of Peace 
News his Saturday morning constitutional, and 
a Methodist parson now sells a dozen a week 
at his open air meetings in Manchester. 

This short “column” would cost us several 
hundred pounds as an advertisement in a popular 
paper. For only half a crown a week you can 
receive a dozen Peace News, and by your 
personal efforts, achieve perhaps as much as an 
expensive advertisement. 

In an age of impersonal mass propaganda we 
want to make our way by personal persuasion. 
The future is ours if we will do the work. 


H. F. M. 


Circulation last week 11,600 (Home 10,200, 
Air Express 1,400). 


Japanese call H-bomb 
conference 


A FORMER Japanese Prime Minister, 

Mr. Tetsu Katayama, is among the 
distinguished sponsorship of a World Con- 
ference against Atomic and Hydrogen 
Bombs to be held in Hiroshima and Tokio 
from August 6 to 15 this year, 


Others are: Dr. Saburo Yamada, President 
Japanese Academy of Science; Mme. Tamaki 
Uemura, President Japanese YWCA; Mr. 
Shinzo Hamai Ex-mayor of Hiroshima ; Prof. 
Hideki Yukawa, Nobel Prize Physicist ; Rev. 
Benkyo Shiio, President All Japan Buddhist 
Association; Mr. Shozo Murata, President 
International Trade Promotion Committee. 
The General Secretary is Prof. Kaoru Yasui. 
Room 18 Sanginkaikan, Tokyo. 


“Having experienced the unspeakable 
calamities caused by atomic bombs,” says the 
call of the conference, “and the hydrogen 
bomb casualties inflicted by the Bikini inci- 
dent, we, the Japanese people, are determined 
that such tragedies should never be repeated 
upon any people of the world. 


“Expressing our resolution to the world 
public, we, the Japanese people, have carried 
on our signature collecting canpalgn during 
1954, obtaining over 24,000,000 from a nation 


wide movement. 


“ Tt is sincerely hoped that this conference 
to re- 
consider the blind power struggle and unite 
in a single pene to prohibit the use of atomic 
ombs.” 


in armaments. 


The fact that the West are not prepared 9 
trust Russia to honour her undertakings, 
that in all probability the Kremlin wall De” 
equally strong doubts about the undertakiov 
of the West, scems to spell failure at ow 
outset. a. 
Yet, the fundamental problem, is one WHI, 
neither side will discuss, or, for that matt 
even admit; the problem of the 0 
acceptance of the method of war. 


* 


There are many causes for the present f 
sion between the East and the West; some 
them have arisen directly from the Sec® 
World War itself; the subsequent struggle {ol 
power was the inevitable result of the unt my 

| 


alliance of expediency on the field of ba' 
against Germany. 


If high level talks to resolve some of ¥ 
misunderstandings of language and interpre? 
tion, the questions of trade and economim 
of colonies and mandated territories, of rep™ 
sentation on United Nations, and the pro 
of so-called co-existence were to take plach 
they ought, not under the menace of wo 
destruction, but on the basis of war renuncl 
tion, it would not be beyond the wit, 
the vision of man to solve them. 


An undertaking to partially disarm i 
naturally, open to the gravest doubif 
inspection is virtually an impossibility, 
while any armaments exist no one will t 
anyone else, not even their own allies. 

War is the embodiment of the ty: 
against individual freedom that we so Mm pf 
deplore in totalitarian states. It takes | 
trains men in methods of sheer bestiality #% 
violence, such as the “silent kill "-—-by bre 
ing a man’s thyroid cartilage with the ba 
of the hand—demonstrated in a rece 
murder trial; it attacks with disease # 
mutilation and death, children, hom | 
hospitals, factories, men and women inde 
criminately, and now threatens the very ® 
of the earth’s life. 

It is surely time to recognise that 
method of war must be renounced; that ! 
is not the idealist’s answer, but the practl 
answer;the_moral-and Spiritual answer. It 
war itself that must be disarmed, 


U Nu @ FROM 
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, not the answer to the danger of inte 
subversion..I_say that the-major answet 
internal subversion lies in honest governt®, 
and in dedication to the interests and well 
of the people.” 
Burmese neutralism was not a “ negatt 

policy towards world affairs,” but was est 

positive licy of seeking peace and fri ‘ 
ship with all countries. It is a policy 

activity seeking to discover through negott 
tion and compromise and accomodation sof 
acceptable basis on which the peace of 

world can be secured,” . 
U Nu pointed out that Burmese civilisal! m1 

“t 


was flourishing about the time of Willl 
the Conqueror. “It is our way of life,” 
said, ““we prefer no other way of life on 
earth. We do not claim that our way oO! 
is better than that of other people. We mé¢ a 
say that it is different, that it suits us betl@ 
and that we cannot therefore be induced 4) 
give it up in exchange for some other way 
life, be that the Communist way, the 
European way, the American way, of 
other way.” 
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REPORT ON 
AMERICA 
TOM WARDLE 


recently returned from a_|lectll 
tour in the United States, W 

speak on his impressions. 
TUESDAY, JULY 12 at 7.30 Pp 


Friends International Centre 
32, Tavistock Sq. W.C.I. 


ORGANISED BY PEACE NEW! 


| RENOUNCE WAR AND | WILL NEY 


SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER — 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 

Send YOUR pledge te 
P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 


Dick Sheppard House, Endeleigh Street, wel 
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